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THE ACT 



ESTABLISHING A FIRE DEPARTMENT IN THE 
TOWN OF NEW BEDFORD. 

PASSED JANUARY 31, 1834. 



Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Bep- 
resentatives, in General Court cC^emhUd, and by the au- 
tfwrity of the same, That the inhabitants of New Bedford 
qiiahfied to vote in town afiairs, at their annual meeting 
for the choice of town officers, shall choose, by ballot, a 
number of citizens not exceeding twenty, for Firewards, 
who shall hold theii* offices until others are chosen and 
organized in their stead, and shall have all the powers, 
perform all the duties, and be hable to all the penalties 
which are given to and required of Firewards generally, 
by the laws of this Commonwealth. 

Sec. 2. Be it fuiiher enacted, That said Firewards so 
chosen, shall, within three days after their acceptance of 
the trust, meet at some convenient place in said town, 
and organize themselves into a board by choosing a chair- 
man. It shall be the duty of the town clerk of said town 
to appoint a time and place for the first meeting of said 
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4 THE ACT ESTABLISHING 

Firewards, to notify them thereof, and, if VequLrod by 
their chainnan, to perform the same service at aJl suc- 
ceeding meetings. Said town derk shall preside SLt the 
election of chairman, shall be derk of the board, stuall re- \ 
cord all their proceedings in a book kept for that purpose, 
and shall receive for his services such compensation as 1 
the Board of Firewards shall detemainCt 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That said board o£ Fire- 
wards be, and thoy are hereby authorized and required 
to exercise all the powers and perform all the duties re- 
lative to the appointm^it of Engine-men, which the Se- 
lectmen of said town have heretofore been authoiissed 
and required to exercise and per£>rm ; and all appoint- 
ments made by said board of Firewards pursuant to this 
^ act, shall subject the parscHos so appointed to the same 
duties, and entitle them to the same privileges and ex- 
emptions, as Engine-men are by law entitled to, -when 
appointed by Selectmen: Prtmded, Jumever, That they 
shall not be exempted from military duty, unless within 
ten days after their appointment, and annually in the 
month of April, they shall produce to the comn[ianding 
officer of the company, within whose limits they reside, 
certificates of their appointments from the said board of 
Firewards, signed by their chairman. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enojOed, That the said board of 
Firewards be, and they are hereby authorized and em- 
powered to appoint such a niunber of men to the engines, 
hose, hook and ladder carriages, and to constitute a com 
pany for securing property endangered by fire, to be 
called a fire company, as they shall deem expedient 
Provided, That the number of men appointed to each 
engine with suction hose, shall not exceed one hundred 
to each engine without suction hose, fifty men ; to each 
hook and ladder carriage, forty men ; and for a fire com- 
pany fifty men. They are also authorized and empow- 
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THE FIEE DEPARTMENT. 6 

ered to appoint three men, as Engineers, who shall ex^ 
excise such supervising control and authority relative to 
the operations for extinguishing fires, and to the inspec- 
. tion and preservation of t^e fire apparatus belonging to 
said town, as the board of Firewards may from time to 
time delegate to them ; and the said engine, hose, hook 
and ladder carriage men, and the fire company, are au- 
thorized to organize themselves into distinct companies, 
to elect captains, clerks, and other necessary ofiicers, to 
estabHsh such rules and regulations as may be approved 
by the board of Firewards, to annex penalties to the 
breach of the same, which may be sued for, and recq^v- 
ered by the clerk of any company so organized, before 
any court of competent jurisdiction, and shall be appro- 
priated to the use of such company : Pivvidedy That no 
penalty shall exceed the sum often dollars ; and Provi- 
ded further. That such rules and regulations be not re- 
pugnant to the constitution and laws of the Common- 
wealth, 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said board of 
Firewards shall have the care and superintendence of the 
pubHc engines, hose, fire hooks, and ladder carriages and 
ladders, together with the buildings, fixtures and append- 
ages thereto belonging, and all other apparatus owned 
by said town of New Bedford, and used for extinguish- 
ing fires, and shall cause the same to be kept in repair, 
and when worn out, to be replaced, and firom time to 
time to make such altemtions therein, and additions 
thereto, as they shall deem necessary : Provided, such 
altemtions, additions or repairs shall not exceed, in any 
one year, three hundred dollars, unless said town of New 
Bedford shall have authorized a larger appropriation. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted. That tlie said board of 
Firewards, at any meeting caUed, as herein provided, 
may establish such rules and ordinances, as they may 
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6 THE ACT ESTABLISHING 

judge proper, to prohibit, or regulate the carrying^ of fiie, 
lire-brands, lighted matches, or any other ignited, mate 
rials openly in the streets and thorough-fares of said, town, 
or in such parts thereof as they may designate, a,nd to 
prohibit any owners, or occupants of any building i^rithiii 
said town, or such parts thereof as said board may de- 
signate, from erecting or maintaining any defective chim- 
ney, hearth, oven, stove or stove-pipe, fire-frame, or other 
fixture, deposit of ashes or any mixture, or other mate- 
rial which may produce spontaneous combustiozi, or 
whatever else may give just cause of alarm, and may be 
thf means of kindling or spreading of fire : Provided, such 
rules and ordinances shall not be repugnant to the con- 
stitution and laws of the commonwealth, and shall not 
]>e binding until the same shall have been approved by 
the inhabitants of said town, in legal meeting held foi 
that purpose, and published in some newspaper piinted 
in New Bedford. And the said board of Firewards may 
annex suitable penalties to the breaches of any of said 
rules and ordinances, not exceeding twenty dollars for 
any one breach thereof. And the same may be prose- 
cuted for and recovered by the town clerk of said town, 
in his own name, before any court of competent jurisdic- 
tion. And all penalties so recovered, shall be appropri- 
ated by said board to the improvement of the fire appar- 
atus of said town. 

Sec. 7. Be k further enacted, That all former laws 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act, shall be re- 
l)eale'd, and this act shall take effect so soon as said town, 
at any meeting legally called for that purpose, shall ac- 
cept the same. At which meeting the Firewards shall 
be elected, as herein prescribed, who shall hold their of- 
fices until others are chosen and organized at the annual 
meeting for the choice of town officers for the year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and thirty-five, any ^hing in this 
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THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 7 

act to the contrary notwithstanding ; but vacancies in 
said board may be filled at any legal meeting called for 
1:liat purpose. 



SECOND AND THIRD SECTIONS OF AN ACT 

CONCERNING THE APPOINTMENT OF 

ENGINE-MEN. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That all persons duly 
appointed Engine-men, for any public fire-engine, within 
the Commonwealth, and all persons duly appointed mem- 
bers of the Fire Department established in any city or 
town, and who shall have done duty as such for the space 
of one year prior to the first day of May, in each year, 
shall be entitled to receive from the treasurers of their re- 
spective towns and cities, a sum equal to the poll tax to 
the state, county, and towns (exclusive of highway 
taxes) which may have been paid by such persons, or 
by their parents, masters, or guardians. And it shall be 
the duty of the chief Engineer, or of the officer whp holds, 
by law, the fiist office in any Fire Department, estab- 
lished as aforesaid ; and of the foreman, or commanding 
officer of any public fire-engine, in any town where no 
Fire Department is established by law, on or before the 
first day of May, in each year, to make out and certify 
to the assessors of each city or town a list of all persons 
in their department and companies respectively, who, 
through the year preceding, have performed all the du- 
ties therein required by law. And the assessors shall, 
within ten days thereafter, examine said lists, and certify 
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8 APPOINTMENT OF ENGINE-MEN. 

to the treasurers of their respective cities or towiis the 
amount to be paid to each person named thereinr ; and 
the said treasurer shall, on request, pay the same to the 
persons so named, or, if minors, to their parents, rasisters 
or guardians. And upon refusal of any such city or town 
so to pay, the persons entitled may sevemlly have an 
action for money had and received, against such city or 
town, to recover the same. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any chief En- 
gineer, or other officers required to make a certificate to 
the assessors, as herein provided, shall wilfully refuse to 
make such certificate, or shall wilfiilly or fiuudulently 
make a false certificate, he shall forfeit and pay a sum 
not less than twenty, nor more than fifty dollars, to be 
recovered in any court proper to try the same, to the use 
of the city or town in which the person in whose favor 
such certificate ought to have been or shall be made, was 
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BY-LAWS. 



SXyfS^]^ AFKIL, 1848* 



Sec. 1. At the first meeting after their appoiiitment, 
the Firewards shall organize themselves by selecting a 
Chairman ; selecting not exceeding three of their num- 
ber to be Engineers ; and one to direct the operation of 
the Fire Hooks and Ladders. 

Sbc. 2. The Engineers are to be considered the chief 
officers in all operations at fires : as counsellors and gen- 
eral supervisors rather than officers to direct the detail of 
operations. They are, so far as practicable, to keep to- 
gether, (X near each other, and to be found immediately 
at the building on fire, or if the conflagration is extensive, 
at the point of greatest danger, where they may be con- 
sulted on any emergency. Their orders, when given, 
are to be oomplied with, without hei^tation by each Fire- 
waid, and by every member of the Department, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



10 BY-LAWS KEGULATING 

Sec, S, The Firewiards will at fiies act as aids fo Hie 
Engineers ; attending the operaticm of the engines ajid 
other apparatus to facilitate the supply of water and its 
effective action in extinguishing fires. They will avail 
of as frequent communication with the Engineeis as cir- 
cumstances may require, and especially when any im- 
portant change of operations seems necessary, and fbl- 
ow their directions implicitly in such change. The Fire- 
ward having the charge of tearing down and removixig^ 
buildings, will follow the same rule in commumcating: 
with the Engineers. 

Sec. 4. No building not so far demolished by tlio 
flames as to have lost its value as such, is to be torn 
down or demohshed without express orders firom the En- 
gineers : and the demolishing of buildings not oa fire is^ 
never to be adopted without a majority of the Engineers 
present shall decide on its expediency. If, however, it 
shall so happen that but one Engineer is present at a fire, 
he is to take upon himself all the duties and authority o£ 
the entire board of Engineers. 

Sec. 5. In addition to the meeting of the Board, pro- 
vided for in the first section of these rules,, another meet- 
ing shall be annually held within ten days next succeed- 
ing the first Monday in March, to take into consideration 
the general state of the Fire Department, and to adopt 
such recommendations in relation thereto as the Board 
may think proper to present to the city government. 

Sec. 6. A Special Meeting of this Board shall be 
called at the request of the Engineers or any three of 
the Firewards in writing, addressed to the Clerk. 

Sec. 7. A Committee of three members of which the 
Chairman shall be one, shall be annnally appointed to 
have the charge of the Engines and Fire apparatus, and 
the repairs and improvements of the same which by law 
devolve upon this Board. 
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THE IIBJE DEPARTMENT. 11 

Sec 6, These By-Laws may be amended at any 
l\ieetmg of the Board notified for that purpose, a ma- 
jority of the whole Board concurring. 

Sec. 9. At all meetings of this Board, five members 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the tmns- 
' stction of business. 



A Red Staff is the distinguishing badge of the Engi- 
neers. The other Firewards carry a trumpet, painted 
red, with the word " Fireward," in gilt letters upon a 
black ground, placed on tlie bowl thereof 



In case of fires occurring in any of the neighboring vil- 
lages, the following Engines, and no others, are permit- 
ted to leave the town without a special order of one of 
the Engineers : 

To Fairhaven, Engines No. 5, 6 and 7. 

" Smith's Mills and Padanaram Village, Nos. 1 and 1 1 . 



Engine No. 2 is to be removed to Acushnet Village. 
No. 4 and No. 8 are to be placed in the house from which 
No 2 will be taken. They will be kept in perfect order 
for use, and upon any emergency when the Engineers 
deem it expedient, they can be taken out and put in op- 
eration by the citizens at laxgCi 
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12 THE HBE DEPA&TUEST. 

Number cf Mm aOofioed to the d^emU CmnfmiH 9f tAe 
Kre Dtpartment. 

Engine Ccmpany No. 1. Twenty Men. 

" ••2. Thirty Men. 

" " 5. Sixty Men. 

•? 6. Sixty Men. 

"7. Fifty Men. 

« 9. Fifty Men. 

'• •* 10. Fifty Men. 

*• 11. Fifty Men. 

Hook and Ladder Co^ Twenty Men. 

Fire Company, Fifty Men. 



Chairman of the Firewards, 
EDMUND GARDNER. 



Engineers, 
ZACHARIAH HILLMAN, 
WM. H. TAYLOR, 
EDMUND GARDNER. 



Prudenticd Cbmmittee. 
EDMUND GARDNER, 
AMBROSE VINCENT, 
WM. H. TAYLOR. 



Fwemxrdi, 
EDMUND GARDNER, WM. H. TAYLOR, 
ZACHARLiH HTTiLMAN^ AMBROSE VINCKNT, 
DUDLEY DAVENPORT, PHHJP T. DAVIS, 
SAMUEL WATSON, O. M. BROWNELL, 

JAMES H. MENDALL, 
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THE FIEE DEPARTMENT. 18. 

RESEEVOIES. 

There are twenty-three Pubhc Reservoirs in New Bed- 
lord, located as follows : 

One on Fourth street, near the comer of Bush, and 
partly npon the School House Lot. 

One on Walnut street, oom» of South Sixth. 

One on Spring street, comer of South Sixth. This is 
of wood and is supplied with water from the roof of the 
Friends' Meeting House. 

One on Purchase street. South of William, and under 
the building occupied by Samuel Bennett. 

One opposite the Custom House on William street, 
comer of North Second. 

One cm County street, com^ of Middle. 

One on Charles street, comer of Foster. This is of 
wood and is supplied with water from the roof of the 
FubUc School House. 

One on Pleasant street, comer of North. 

One on Hillman street, south side, a few feet west of 
Purchase. 

One on County street, corner of Maxfleld. 

One near the west end of Russell street, on the north 



One <m Bedford street, coma: of Fifth. 
One on Purchase street, comer of Middle. 
One on County street, comer of Union. 
One on Third street, corner of Spring. 
One on Smith street. 

One on the north side of Willis street, comer of State. 
One on Market Square, west of New Town Hall — very 
large. 
One on Third street, comer of Grinnell. 
One oa Wing street, comer of South Sixth. 
2 
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U THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

One on Kempton street, west of Countyi and near 
Isaac Biownell's. 
One on Maxfield street, comer of Pleasant. 
One on Third street, corner of Eussell. 



Quantity of Hose attached to the several Ungine^^ 



No. 


One, 


250 feet. 


No. 


Seven, 


700 feet 


No. 


Two, 


700 feet. 


No. 


Eight, 


600 feet. 


No. 


Four, 


3S0 feet. 


No. 


Ninei 


700 feet 


No. 


Five, 


700 feet. 


No. 


Ten, 


700 feet 


No. 


Six, 


700 feet. 


No. 


Eleven, 


700 feet 



Total, -^ - - - 6,100 feet 

Also, about 1500 feet of new Hose wkich is not at- 
tached to any Engine. 
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